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Aisles of Fraud?

Faked Slip-and-Fall Accidents Cost
Customers

By Greg Hunter
e NEWS
May 10, 2004 — Bruce Tarlowe slipped on a piece of

lettuce in a New Jersey grocery store and sued,
claiming permanent injuries.

The National Floor Safety Institute says
Americans are paying about $8 million a day for
fraudulent slip-and-fall accidents.
(ABCNEWS.com)

ADUERTISEMENT

But before the "accident,” Tarlowe was caught on videotape, kicking the lettuce into position.
He then strolled back, looked around, and down he went. Free after 90 days in jail on fraud and
attempted theft charges, Tarlowe is now appealing his convictions.

"Roughly about $8 million a day in fraudulent slips and falls are taking place," said Russ
Kendzior, executive director of the National Floor Safety Institute. "We're the ones paying for
this by way of increased costs for our food, for our gasoline, for everything that we consume. A
percentage of that is to go to pay fraudulent claims."

Eduardo Pomare-Leon hired a lawyer after he fell in a puddle of soda in a supermarket in
Atlanta, planning to sue. But before the fall, Pomare-Leon was caught on videotape taking the
bottle off the shelf, looking around and pouring some on the floor.

Minutes later, he slipped and fell on the soda he spilled. He was caught, prosecuted, and
served 90 days in jail.

Grandma Takes a Dive

Richard Dean said he was injured in a fall in a Long Island supermarket. A videotape, however,
shows that although he slipped, he never fell. Before the "accident,” Dean spilled fabric
softener from his shopping cart right where he would later slip on it.

In spite of his so-called injuries, nine days later he was caught on tape again, carrying a
refrigerator.

Instead of collecting $2 million as he had hoped, Dean went to jail for a year. He was released
last spring.

http://abcnews.go.com/sections GMA/Business/Slip_fall_hunter_040510-1.html (1 of 2)5/10/2004 11:01:15 AM

Click here to download your FREE ABCHEWS Search Toolbar

SWORLONE
MNOwW

Print This Story

=

= Email This Story

MORE ON THIS STORY
_:,E]] RELATED STORIES

* Beating E-Mail Con Men at Their
Own Game

* Telemarketing Scam Tricks
Unwitting Consumer Callers

* Dishwasher Repairman Caught
Jacking Up Price

* Explosion Kills Mom at Son's
Paintball Party

ALSO ON ABCNEWS

o Does More Education Lead to
More Stress in Your Life?

« How to Protect Your Kids from
Sun Damage This Summer

« Are You Home? 'Smart’
Technology Will Keep a Light
On



http://abcnews.go.com/
http://infospace.abcnews.com/info.abcnws/tbar/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/GMA/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/WNT/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/2020/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/Primetime/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/Nightline/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/WNN/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/ThisWeek/
http://abcnews.go.com/index.html
http://abcnews.go.com/newsflash
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/us/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/world/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/business/
http://my.abcnews.go.com/localpage?myABCNewsZipcode=
http://abcnews.go.com/local/index.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/entertainment/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/sports/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/scitech/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/politics/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/living/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/travel/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/us/video_index/video_index.html
http://log.go.com/log?srvc=nws&a=1&drop=0&addata=93:40097:155074:75&guid=CEC1290B-4E0A-4CC8-95D5-A05809CD5914&goto=http://abcnews.go.com/sections/insurance/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/relationships/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/insurance/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/insurance/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/shopping/weeklyfeature/index.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/wireless/DailyNews/Wireless.html
http://login.mailpref.go.com/login?appRedirect=lists
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/community/DailyNews/Community_Index.html
http://abcnews.go.com/service/DailyNews/rss_feed_help.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/Business/Slip_fall_hunter_040510.html
http://sendtofriend.abcnews.go.com/sendtofriend/mostsent
javascript:LaunchVideo('/sections/GMA/videofiles/Video/040510slipnfall_video_smi')
javascript:LaunchVideo('/sections/GMA/videofiles/Video/040510slipnfall_video_smi')
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/GoodMorningAmerica/gma991222_hunter_mailform.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/index.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/SciTech/World/scam_baiting_040210-1.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/SciTech/World/scam_baiting_040210-1.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/wnt/DailyNews/reverse_telemarketing020415.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/wnt/DailyNews/reverse_telemarketing020415.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/US/gma_dishwasher040401-1.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/US/gma_dishwasher040401-1.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/Living/Paintball_death_040228-1.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/Living/Paintball_death_040228-1.html
http://transfer.go.com/cgi/transfer.pl?goto=http://abcnews.go.com/sections/Living/US/stress_education_040510-1.html&name=ALSO_ON&srvc=nws
http://transfer.go.com/cgi/transfer.pl?goto=http://abcnews.go.com/sections/Living/US/stress_education_040510-1.html&name=ALSO_ON&srvc=nws
http://transfer.go.com/cgi/transfer.pl?goto=http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/Living/Sun_safety_children_040510-1.html&name=ALSO_ON&srvc=nws
http://transfer.go.com/cgi/transfer.pl?goto=http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/Living/Sun_safety_children_040510-1.html&name=ALSO_ON&srvc=nws
http://transfer.go.com/cgi/transfer.pl?goto=http://abcnews.go.com/sections/SciTech/FutureTech/smart_homes_040510-1.html&name=ALSO_ON&srvc=nws
http://transfer.go.com/cgi/transfer.pl?goto=http://abcnews.go.com/sections/SciTech/FutureTech/smart_homes_040510-1.html&name=ALSO_ON&srvc=nws
http://transfer.go.com/cgi/transfer.pl?goto=http://abcnews.go.com/sections/SciTech/FutureTech/smart_homes_040510-1.html&name=ALSO_ON&srvc=nws

ABCNEWS.com : Faked Slip and Falls Cost Customers

Continued
1123 Next

Search the Web and ABCNEWS.com _

Back to ABCNEWS.com homepage »

Copyright © 2004 ABCNEWS Internet Ventures.

Add ABCNEWS Headlines to Your Site

News Summary | US| International | MONEYScope | Entertainment | ESPN Sports | Sci/Tech | Politics | Health | Travel | Video & Audio
Good Morning America | World News Tonight | 20/20 | Primetime | Nightline | World News Now | This Week

Click here for: Sitemap Help Advertiser Info Contact ABC Tools PR Terms of Use Updated Privacy Policy

Family of sites: ABC.com ABC Family ESPN.com Disney.com FamilyFun.com GO Mail Movies.com

p://abcnews.go.com/sectionsy GMA/Business/Slip_fall_hunter_(



http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/Business/Slip_fall_hunter_040510-2.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/Business/Slip_fall_hunter_040510-3.html
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/Business/Slip_fall_hunter_040510-2.html
http://abcnews.go.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/service/DailyNews/rss_feed_help.html
http://abcnews.go.com/newsflash
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/us/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/world/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/business/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/entertainment/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/sports/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/scitech/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/politics/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/living/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/travel/
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/us/video_index/video_index.html
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/GMA/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/WNT/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/2020/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/Primetime/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/Nightline/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/WNN/
http://abcnews.go.com/Sections/ThisWeek/
http://abcnews.go.com/news/SiteMap/sitemap.html
http://abcnews.go.com/service/help/toolbox.html
http://adsource.go.com/abcnews/index.html
http://abcnews.go.com/service/help/abccontact.html
http://abcnews.go.com/service/help/toolbox.html
http://disney.go.com/corporate/press/wdig/abcnews/
http://disney.go.com/legal/conditions_of_use.html
http://disney.go.com/corporate/legal/wdig_privacy.html
http://abc.go.com/
http://abcfamily.go.com/
http://espn.go.com/
http://disney.go.com/
http://familyfun.go.com/
http://gomailus.go.com/
http://movies.go.com/

	OKCAELFGDGNPFGDNHFGAHLFIMJGKOAOD: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 282019
	f2: is.clicktracking
	f3: srch
	f4: textlink
	f5: info.abcnws
	f6: http://www.infospace.com/info.abcnws/redirs_all.htm
	f7: 
	f8: web
	f9: 

	f10: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 282019
	f2: is.clicktracking
	f3: srch
	f4: textlink
	f5: info.abcnws
	f6: http://www.infospace.com/info.abcnws/redirs_all.htm
	f7: 
	f8: web
	f9: wbsdogpile
	f10: 

	f11: 




